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Sarah Fadil is a graduate of Indiana Wesleyan University with a degree in music  
vocal performance. She partners with Kristi Unger, a veteran elementary teacher 
and former literacy coach. Together, they integrate Sarah’s passion for music and 
Kristi’s knowledge of the standards. During their first visit, Sarah will use opera 
to tell a story. Students will actively participate in a retelling, recalling specific 
details from the opera. During the second visit, students will explore the theme 
of the opera and have an opportunity to create and act out their own story that 
shares the same theme. 

 

Standard Focus: 3.RL.2.2: Retell folktales, fables, and tall tales from diverse   
cultures; identify the themes in these works. 

Brian Kruschwitz , a multi-instrumentalist,  enjoys learning and sharing 
about cultures from other parts of the world through his instruments and 
theatre.  During Brian’s visits, students will explore each of the story ele-
ments (setting, characters, and plot) through Kamishibai, a form of story-
telling that originated in Japan in the 12th century.  Students will put their 
own theatrical abilities to the test as they engage in retelling the Kamishi-
bai story. Students will work together, using key details, to describe the 
characters, setting, and plot of another story told through song.  Students 
will use body language and facial expressions as they take on the role of 
one of the characters.  This program will include an original song that Bri-

an has written to reinforce each of the story elements.  

Standard Focus: 1.RL.2.3 Using key details, identify and describe the elements of plot, character, and 

setting. 
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Brian will use a blend of multicultural songs and storytelling to review story      
elements.  In first grade, students learned about “Poor ,Poor Story” who wasn’t 
complete without a setting, characters, and plot. But, Story has gone missing!     
Students will put on their detective hats in order to bring Story back as they retell 
the beginning, middle, and ending of stories and songs. When Brian returns the 
second day, he’ll introduce one more element that Story is missing as students 
learn about the central message, lesson, or theme.  Will the students be able to 
complete the puzzle to bring Story back? 

 

Standard Focus: 2.RL.2.2: Recount the beginning, middle, and ending of sto-
ries, including fables and folktales from diverse cultures, and determine their cen-
tral message, lesson, or moral. 



 

 

                         

 

Kevin Stonerock is an accomplished storyteller and musician. He brings the character of 
a true-to-life frontiersman of the Indiana Territory, Andrew Amonett, to life. Kevin will 
perform his first person interpretation, complete with appropriate period clothing with 
proper accoutrements, in an assembly format to all fourth grade students.  During       
Kevin’s individual classroom visits the following day, Kevin will introduce a new        
character to the students as he tells the story of George Ash through a third person point 
of view. Students will examine the difference between first and third person narrations 
as they take on the voice of one of the characters represented in the story.  

 

Standard Focus: 4.RL.3.2 Compare and contrast the point of view from which      
different stories are narrated, including the difference between first- and third-person 
narrations.  

Maestro Robert Nance (King Bob) is a multi-talented musician, who maintains 
a lively schedule as a conductor, keyboardist, teacher, composer, and arts 
advocate . He is the president and artistic director of Heartland Sings.  
Maestro Nance, accompanied by a vocal artist, will perform the operatic 
piece, “Tomcats”.  During their first visit, students will use key details to 
determine the differences between characters in an operatic performance. 
During the second visit, students discuss the theme of the story based on 
the key details that they have learned and determine  whether or not the 
story had an appropriate ending.  The artists will lead the students in      
creating a new ending for the story that will further exemplify the theme. 

Standard Focus: 5.RL.2.3: Describe two or more characters, settings, or 
events in a story or play, drawing on specific details in the text, and how 
they impact the plot.   5.RL.2.2: Determine a theme of a story, play, or poem from details in the text, including 
how characters respond to challenges or how the speaker in a poem reflects upon a topic. 
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Dave Lowe has worked as a professional musician, playing piano and 
singing in restaurants and hotels around the Midwest for the past 45 
years.  He delights in bringing his music into the classroom as a teaching 
artist. Students will explore theme through Billy Joel’s, “We Didn’t Start 
the Fire” as they participate in collaborative conversation in order to    
determine a central theme of the song.  Students will examine the      
structure of the song, noting how the verses work to provide organized 
evidence of the central theme. On day 2 students will compose new lyrics 
to demonstrate and further expand the identified theme. 

 

Standard Focus: 6.RL.2.2: Determine how a theme or central idea or a work of literature is conveyed 
through particular details; provide an objective summary of the text. 
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